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temporal lobe was then made, in spite of absence of paraly¬ 
sis of the arms and defects of hearing, symptoms consid¬ 
ered pathognomonic by Bergmann. This diagnosis was 
held to firmly by the physician in charge, an autopsy in a 
case presenting a similar train of symptoms having verified 
such a conclusion. An operation for cerebral abscess was 
then performed in the region indicated, the abscess found 
(as it was supposed it would be) and evacuated. In two 
days the pulse was normal, and all pain had disappeared. 
The child was presented to the Medical Society of Berlin 
in October, completely cured. Osseous reunion was not yet 
complete, and the pulsations of the brain were distinctly 
visible. A few days after the operation slight facial par¬ 
alysis supervened but soon disappeared. There were also 
some difficulties of speech, the child for a while repeating 
certain words and phrases eight or ten times in succession. 

L. F. B. 

HYSTERO-TRAUMATISM IMPROVED BY ELEC¬ 
TRICITY. 

In the Journal de Bordeaux, October, 18,1891, Dr. Mat- 
ignon reports such a case. The man,thirty-four years old, 
received a poniard stab in the left breast, which later be¬ 
came the seat of a hysterogenetic zone. A tumor was at 
first suspected, but the swelling proved to be due to a con¬ 
traction of the inferior fasciculi of the pectoralis major. 
There was monoplegia of the left arm, with characteristic 
anaesthesia. This paralysis lessened under electrical treat¬ 
ment, but the anaesthesia remained. L. F. B. 

AGORAPHOBIA. 

In the Gazette des Hopitaux, October 6, 1891, an exam¬ 
ple of complete and characteristic agoraphobia is cited, in a 
patient without hysterical or neurasthenic stigmata. The 
father was tabetic and the patient had been the victim of 
many trials and adverse emotions, this one morbid symp¬ 
tom resulting from combination of the foregoing in¬ 
fluences. L. F. B. 

AN UNUSUAL SOURCE OF LEAD POISONING. 

In the Journal de Medicine, November 26, 1891, Dr. 
Guyot reports the case of a young and robust subject in 
whom there was complete paralysis of the extensors. The 
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only possible source of plumbism seemed to be the wall¬ 
paper of the large, airy room in which he slept. Analysis 
revealed large quantities of lead in the paper, and an un¬ 
usual method of lead-poisoning. 

SUPERIOR HOMONYMOUS HEMIANOPSIA. 

In the Union Medicale, October 24, 1891, there is a case 
reported by Dr. Boe, in which there was loss of the upper 
half of both visual fields without diminished vision. There 
was also lessened sense of smell and decreased knee-jerk 
on one side. The patient had had syphilis five years 
before. One occipital lobe only might have been involved, 
and there might have existed some abnormal distribution 
of nerve fibres going to the retina. L. F. B. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY BY SODIUM 
BORATE. 

In Le Progres Medical, October 10, 1891. Professor 
Mairet, of Montpellier, after a thorough trial with this agent 
in many cases of epilepsy, comes to the following con¬ 
clusions. 

1. Borate of soda may be of great value in the treatment 
of epileptic attacks, checking, even suppressing them, for 
months. 

2. Borate of soda succeeds better in idiopathic epilepsy 
than the bromide of potash. 

3. The bromide of potash on the other hand is better 

adapted when with epilepsy there is associated some func¬ 
tional nervous disorder, and only after the potash salt has 
failed in these cases should one resort to the borate of 
soda. W. C. K. 

ETHYLENE BROMIDE IN EPILEPSY. 

Dr. Donath (British Medical Journal, July 11, 1891), 
believing the saline actions of ordinary bromides to be in¬ 
jurious in many cases of severe epilepsy, has made use of this 
liquid in ten patients, who were under observation long 
enough to give reliable results. The attacks became fewer, 
milder and of shorter duration; assuming the form of petit 
vial, or simply muscular twitchings, without loss of con- 



